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PLEASE NOTE 
THE CHANGE 

IN VENUE 



The Construc t ion Law Lecture Ser ies  is  in tended to  be an annual  lec ture in  Malays ia  on current  top ics  in  
construc t ion law and arb i t ra t ion wi th  an in ternat ional  d imension.  The inv i ted speakers  wi l l  inc lude 
eminent  prac t i t ioners and academics.  The top ics  are in tended to  be of  great  in terest  to  those invo lved in  
the const ruc t ion indust ry,  inc lud ing lawyers ,  engineers ,  arch i tec ts ,  quant i ty surveyors,  developers and 
cont ractors .   

The inaugura l  lec ture is  to  be del ivered by His  Honour  Humphrey L loyd QC, former  judge of  the 
Technology and Construc t ion Cour t .  He wi l l  de l iver  an author i ta t ive,  s t imulat ing and thought-provok ing 
lecture on “Profess ional  L iab i l i ty  in  the Construc t ion Industry ” .   

 

 
PROFILES 
 

 

 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
 
 

 
H is  Honour  HUMPHREY LLOYD QC,  was a judge of  the Technology and 
Const ruc t ion Cour t  in  London f rom 1993 unt i l  2005.  He has now returned to  
be ing an arb i t ra tor  in  in ternat ional  commerc ia l  and const ruc t ion d isputes .   
Unt i l  1993 he was a barr is ter  (appointed Queen’s  Counsel  in  1979)  and 
arb i t ra tor  spec ia l is ing  in  in ternat ional  and domest ic  construc t ion  d isputes.  
 
He was a founding member o f  the UK Soc iety of  Construct ion Law and i ts  
Pres ident  1985-1988.   In  2004,  he was awarded the Pres ident ’s  Medal  o f  
that  soc ie ty.  He is  an Honorary Fel low of  bo th the Amer ican and Canadian 
Col leges of  Const ruc t ion Lawyers,  and a Fel low of  the Char tered Inst i tu te  
o f  Arb i t ra tors .  
 
He chai rs  the Rev iew Body for  the UK Construc t ion Industry Model  
Arb i t ra t ion Rules  and a lso the Arch i tec ts  Regis t ra t ion Board.  He is  a  Senior  
V is i t ing Fel low at  Queen Mary Col lege in  London,  lectur ing on In ternat ional  
Const ruc t ion Contracts  and Arb i t ra t ion.  He is  a lso Vis i t ing Professor  in  
Const ruc t ion Law and Arb i t ra t ion at  Leeds Metropol i tan Univers i ty.   
 
He has been a  Co-Edi tor - in-Chief  o f  The In ternat ional  Const ruct ion Law 
Review  s ince i ts  foundat ion in  1983.  He was Edi tor - in-Chie f  o f  the  Bu i ld ing 
Law Repor ts  f rom 1987 to  1993 and is  Consul tan t  Edi tor  to  o ther  
publ icat ions.   
 
He has been a Member of  the Commiss ion on In ternat ional  Arb i t ra t ion o f  
the ICC s ince 1980.  He has recent ly chai red a group on the wr i t ing o f  
arb i t ra l  awards in  ICC arb i t ra t ions  wh ich wi l l  be publ ished shor t ly.   He was 
(wi th  Dr  Nael  Bunni )  the  jo in t  leader  o f  a  Repor t  to  the ICC Commiss ion on 
Const ruc t ion Industry Arb i t ra t ion in  2001.  He has a lso  served on ICC 
work ing par t ies  or  task  forces on Terms of  Reference,  Mul t i -Par ty 
Arb i t ra t ion,  Arb i t ra t ion and Construc t ion,  the Pre-Arb i t ra l  Referee 
Procedure (of  which he was co-chai rman) ,  Smal l  C la ims,  IT  and Arb i t ra t ion ,  
Exper ts  and Dispute  Review Boards.  

 
SESSION CHAIR: 
 
 

 
DATO’ MAHADEV SHANKAR pract ised law for  27 years  in  Shearn Delamore & 
Company f rom 1956 t i l l  1983.  Dur ing th is  per iod he was act ive ly engaged in  
genera l  l i t igat ion and was a Board Member  of  severa l  publ ic  companies 
inc lud ing Malays ian Ai r l ines  System Bhd f rom 1975 to  1983.  He was 
appoin ted Judge of  the High Cour t  in  August  1983 and a Judge of  the Cour t  
o f  Appeal  in  1994.  He ret i red f rom the jud ic iary in  1997.  In  the course o f  
h is  legal  and jud ic ia l  career  he has been a member of  the Malays ian Bar  
Counc i l  for  many years ,  and was appoin ted a member of  the Nat ional  
Goodwi l l  Counc i l  in  1969,  a  Royal  Commiss ioner  in  1971 for  the Reform of  
the Laws of  Marr iage and Divorce in  Malays ia  and a member o f  the Legal  
Qual i fying Board estab l ished under  the Legal  Profess ion Act .   
 
In  1998 he was appointed a member of  the Royal  Commiss ion of  Inqui ry 
in to  the In jur ies  sus ta ined by Dato Ser i  Anwar Ibrah im whi ls t  in  po l ice 
custody.  He was one of  the founder  members of  the Human Rights  
Commiss ion of  Malays ia  which was es tab l ished in  1999.  He is  an Honorary 
Fel low of  the Malays ian Inst i tu te  of  Arb i t ra tors ,  and is  a  reg is tered panel  
member in  the Regional  Centre of  Arb i t ra t ion Kuala Lumpur and the 
In ternat ional  Chamber of  Commerce,  Malays ian Branch.  He has been 
extens ive ly concerned wi th  the law and prac t ice as  a judge,  arb i t ra tor ,  
commentator  in  the law journals ,  and as  a keynote speaker  and as  a 
par t ic ipant  in  numerous legal  conferences.  
 



 

 

 
PROFILES 
 

 
 

 
SPEAKERS 

 
VINAYAK PRADHAN obta ined h is  LLB (Hons.)  f rom the Univers i ty o f  
S ingapore in  1973.  He was ca l led to  the Malays ian Bar  on 5 August  1974 
and the Singapore Bar  on 13 November 1991.  Mr.  Pradhan has prac t ised 
widely in  many areas of  c iv i l  and commerc ia l  law,  appear ing at  a l l  leve ls  o f  
the cour ts  in  West  Malays ia and has had ad hoc  admiss ion for  spec i f ic  
cases in  Sabah and Sarawak.    He is  a  par tner  in  Skr ine and heads the i r  
const ruc t ion and arb i t ra t ion un i t .  
 
In  2003,  Mr .  Pradhan was appointed as a member of  the Permanent  Cour t  
o f  Arb i t ra t ion,  The Hague.  He is  a  Char tered Arb i t ra tor ,  a  Fel low of  the 
Malays ian Ins t i tu te  of  Arb i t ra tors  and o f  the Char tered Ins t i tu te  o f  
Arb i t ra tors  (UK) and was Chai rman of  the la t ter ’s  Malays ian Branch.   He 
appears as  counsel  and s i ts  as  arb i t ra tor  in  domest ic  and in ternat ional  
arb i t ra t ions and is  on the panel  o f  var ious in ternat ional  arb i t ra l  ins t i tu t ions .   
Mr  Pradhan was a Commiss ioner  wi th  the Uni ted Nat ions  Compensat ion 
Commiss ion,  Geneva,  Swi tzer land,  f rom August  1998 to  Ju ly 2003 s i t t ing on 
the const ruc t ion and engineer ing c la ims panel  assess ing c la ims f i led by 
corporate ent i t ies  aga inst  I raq ar is ing out  o f  the 1990 invas ion of  Kuwai t ,  
which are compensable pursuant  to  UN Secur i ty Counci l  reso lu t ion 687 o f  
1991.  Mr .  Pradhan is  a  member  of  the Cour t  o f  Arb i t ra t ion for  Spor t ,  
Lausanne,  Swi tzer land and is  a lso  on the Regis ter  o f  Arb i t ra tors  o f  the 
Olympic  Counci l  o f  Malays ia .  
 
 

  
WILFRED ABRAHAM  was ca l led  to  the Bar  on 20 t h  June 1975,  be ing ca l led 
to  the Honourable Soc iety o f  Middle Temple.   He s tar ted prac t ice wi th  
Shearn  Delamore & Co unt i l  h is  exi t  f rom the f i rm.  Wi l f red came on board 
Zul  Raf ique & Par tners on 1s t  January 2001.   He is  head o f  the Arb i t ra t ion 
and Al ternat ive Dispute Resolut ion Pract ice Group.  Wi l f red ’s  area o f  
prac t ice is  a l ternat ive d ispute resolut ion,  wi th  emphasis  on arb i t ra t ion.   He 
has appeared as  Counsel  and Arb i t ra tor  in  many arb i t ra t ions ,  inc lud ing 
arb i t ra t ions conducted under  the auspices of  var ious  bodies such as  the 
In ternat ional  Chamber  o f  Commerce,  the FIDIC form, the  Arch i tec ts  Form of  
Contract ,  the  KLRCA ru les  as we l l  as  the UNCITRAL ru les .  
 
He has wr i t ten ar t ic les on aspects  of  a rb i t ra t ion in  Malays ia  and has co-
authored the FIDIC Chapter  and how i t  could be used in  Malays ia.  Wi l f red 
a lso prov ides adv ice  and draf ts  bu i ld ing contrac ts  for  spec ia l ised pro jec ts  
such as  cement mi l ls ,  power  generat ion p lants ,  and other  in f rast ructure 
pro jec ts .  
 

  
 
RAJENDRA NAVARATNAM obta ined h is  f i rs t  degree in  E lec t r ica l  Eng ineer ing 
in  1974 and s tar ted h is  career  as  an Engineer  in  the Power indust ry.  He 
prac t iced as an Elec tr ica l  Engineer  for  about  10 years  before he re t ra ined 
in  law and s tar ted h is  legal  career  wi th  Azman Dav idson & Co in  1988.  He 
became a Par tner  o f  Azman Davidson & Co in  1993,  where he prac t ises  a t  
present .   
 
Rajendra prac t ices  pr imar i ly in  the areas of  construct ion law and insurance 
in  both l i t igat ion  and arb i t ra t ion.  He a lso  appears  as counsel  in  the Cour t  o f  
Appea l  and the Federa l  Cour t .  He acts  for  and adv ises employers ,  
contractors  and sub-contractors  on const ruct ion issues,  and main ly insurers  
on insurance c la ims wi th  s ign i f icant  techn ica l  content .  He a lso s i ts  as 
Arb i t ra tor  in  const ruct ion d isputes .  He is  current ly Chai rman of  the 
Char tered Inst i tu te  o f  Arb i t ra tors  (Malays ia  Branch)  and s i ts  on the Dispute 
Resolu t ion and IEM Contrac t  Rev iew Commit tees of  the Ins t i tu t ion o f  
Engineers,  Malays ia .  
 



 
 
PANELISTS: 
 
SUNDRA RAJOO ,  B.  Sc(HBP) Hons (USM),  LLB Hons (London) ,  Cer t i f icate in  Legal  Prac t ice,  Grad Dip in  
Arch i tec ture (TCAE),  Grad Dip in  Urban and Regional  P lanning (TSIT) ,  M.  Sc.  in  Const ruct ion Law and 
Arb i t ra t ion (Wi th  Mer i t )  (LMU),  MPhi l  in  Law (Manchester) ,  D ip loma in  In ternat ional  Commerc ia l  
Arb i t ra t ion (London,  CIArb)   APAM, APPM, FCIArb,  FMIArb,  FSIArb,  FICA,  MAE,  ARAIA, is  a  Char tered 
Arb i t ra tor ,  Arch i tec t  and Town Planner .  He is  a lso ca l led to  the Malays ian Bar  as an Advocate and 
Sol ic i tor .  He won the Annual  Pr ize,  Nor th-East  Branch in  1996 and the Cedr ic  Barc lay Pr ize  in  2002 of  
the Char tered Inst i tu te  of  Arb i t ra tors ,  Uni ted Kingdom. He has lectured in  the Masters  of  Law (LLM) 
Arb i t ra t ion Law course at  the Facul ty o f  Law,  Univers i ty o f  Malaya and the Master  o f  Sc ience (MSc)  
course in  Construc t ion Law and Arb i t ra t ion run jo in t ly by the Nat ional  Univers i ty o f  S ingapore and K ing ’s  
Col lege,  London.   
 
Sundra Ra joo is  Pres ident  o f  the Soc iety o f  Cons truct ion Law (KL & Selangor ) ,  Past  Chai rman of  the 
Char tered Inst i tu te  o f  Arb i t ra tors  (Malays ia  Branch) ,  Past  Deputy Pres ident  o f  the Malays ian Ins t i tu te  of  
Arb i t ra tors  and past  Counc i l  Member of  the Malays ian Inst i tu te  of  Arch i tects .  He is  the Country 
Representat ive of  the Dispute Review Board Foundat ion in  Seat t le ,  USA.  The Malays ian Ins t i tu te  of  
Arch i tec ts  (PAM) commiss ioned h im to  complete rev is ions to  the PAM/ISM 1969 Form which resul ted in  
PAM 1998 Form which is  Malays ian Standard Form of  Bui ld ing Contrac t .  He is  author  o f  Law,  Pract ice 
and Procedure of  Arb i t ra t ion,  The Malays ian Standard Form of  Bui ld ing Contrac t  (The PAM 1998 Form),  
2nd Edi t ion,  1999 and the Arb i t ra t ion t i t le  o f  the Halsbury Laws of  Malays ia ,  2002.  A l l  publ ished by Lex is  
Nexis  (But terwor ths) .    
 
I r  C.K.  KHOO  is  a  Civ i l  Engineer ing graduate of  the Univers i ty o f  G lasgow.  He has more than 35 years of  
exper ience as  an Engineer  in  both the Government Sector  and pr ivate prac t ice.   H is  f ie lds  of  exper ience 
inc lude DRAINAGE, IRRIGATION,  FLOOD CONTROL, SEWERAGE, WATER SUPPLY,  DAMS, 
AQUACULTURE, ROADS, BRIDGES, STRUCTURES, COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS, HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT,  INDUSTRIAL COMPLEXES,  PROJECT MANAGEMENT,  ARBITRATION AND 
INVENTIONS AND PATENTS. 
 
Bes ides pract is ing  as  a Consul t ing Eng ineer  I r  Khoo has been regular ly engaged in  arb i t ra t ion of  
construc t ion industry d isputes  s ince 1984.  He has conducted seminars and lectured on the sub ject  o f  
arb i t ra t ion and re la ted subjec ts  such as  contracts  and pro jec t  management.  
 
I r  Khoo is  a  Pro fess ional  Engineer ,  Fe l low and former  Vice-Pres ident  o f  IEM and a former  Vice-Pres ident  
o f  Malays ian Invent ion and Des ign Society.  He is  current ly Pres ident  o f  Malays ian Inst i tu te  of  Arb i t ra tors  
and a Past  Chai rman of  Char tered Ins t i tu te  o f  Arb i t ra tors ,  Malays ian Branch,  a  Fel low of  CIArb,  Fel low of  
Malays ian Inst i tu te  of  Arb i t ra tors  and holds  a Dip loma in  In ternat ional  Commerc ia l  Arb i t ra t ion of  the 
Char tered Ins t i tu te  of  Arb i t ra tors .  He is  l is ted on the Pane l  o f  Arb i t ra tors  o f  IEM, CIArb,  Kuala Lumpur  
Regional  Centre  for  Arb i t ra t ion and Wor ld  In te l lec tua l  Proper ty Organisat ion and severa l  o ther  
in ternat ional  arb i t ra l  organisa t ions .  
 
K.  SRI  KANDAN  is  a  wel l  recognised consul tant  in  cost  and contrac t  management  in  the Const ruc t ion 
Industry in  Malays ia  and the reg ion.  A quant i ty surveyor  by t ra in ing,  he  is  a  senior  d i rec tor  in  the  KPK 
Group of  Companies which now operate in  e ight  countr ies in  the As ia Pac i f ic  reg ion.  As a senior  d i rec tor  
o f  the KPK Group,  he is  jo in t ly respons ib le  for  fo rmulat ing po l ic ies ,  s t ra teg ies and overa l l  governance of  
the group.  Wi th  more than 25 years exper ience in  cos t  engineer ing  and contract  management  o f  many 
large and pres t ig ious pro jec ts ,  he br ings wi th  h im a  weal th  o f  pract ica l  knowledge and f i rs t -hand pro jec t  
exper ience.   
 
A se lect ion of  recent  major  pro jec ts  under  h is  por t fo l io  inc lude the KLCC Exh ib i t ion & Convent ion Centre,  
Kuala Lumpur ;  Pr ince Cour t  Medica l  Centre,  Kuala Lumpur ;  Univers i t i  Tekno log i  Petronas,  Perak;  As ian 
Ins t i tu te  of  Medic ine,  Sc ience and Technology,  Kedah;  Palace of  Just ice,  Put ra jaya;  45-Storey Maju 
Junct ion,  Kuala Lumpur ;  MAS Fac i l i t ies ,  Sepang,  Selangor ;  Shah Alam Stadium, Selangor ;  Shah Alam 
Town Centre,  Selangor  and Univers i t i  Malays ia  Sabah Phase 2.  He is  a  Fel low o f  the Inst i tu t ion of  
Surveyors  Malays ia  and Fel low of  the Austra l ian Ins t i tu te  of  Quant i ty Surveyors.  He has presented 
papers on quant i ty surveying at  seminars organized by In ternat ional  Conference Organisers  and is  a lso 
an accredi ted mediator  wi th  the Construct ion Industry Development  Board.  
 
I r  HARBANS SINGH  B.E.  (Mech)  S ’pore,  LLB (Hons)  London,  CLP, DipICArb (CIArb) ,  P.E. ,  C.  Eng. ,  
MIEM, MIMechE, MIHEEM, MASHRAE, MCIArb.  Harbans Singh is  a  profess ional  engineer ,  char tered 
engineer ,  arb i t ra tor ,  mediator ,  conc i l ia tor ,  advocate and so l ic i tor .  He commenced h is  career  wi th  the 
PWD before jo in ing an in ternat ional  German consul tancy prac t ice wi th  whom he worked local ly and then 
in  Kob lenz as  a des igner ,  res ident  engineer  and contrac t  admin is t ra tor .  Later  I r .  Harbans served wi th  a 
loca l  consul tancy f i rm in  var ious  profess ional  capaci t ies  and present ly is  the Di rec tor  o f  HSH Consul t  
Sdn.  Bhd.  He is  a  regular  cont r ibutor  to  Bulet in  Ingenieur  and other  publ icat ions  and is  the rec ip ient  o f  a  
number  of  awards inc lud ing IEM’s  Tan Sr i  H j .  Yusof f  Pr ize for  an outs tanding technica l  paper  (2001) ,  the 
Cedr ic  Barc lay Award and the Char tered Ins t i tu te  of  Arb i t ra tor ’s  Award fo r  topping the Dip loma in  
In ternat ional  Commerc ia l  Arb i t ra t ion  examinat ion (Oxford 2003) ,  I r .  Harbans is  a lso the author  o f  a  ser ies 
of  four  books ent i t led Engineer ing and Construct ion Contrac ts  Management,  cont r ibutor  to  The Malays ian 
Standard Precedents  and Forms and is  a  regular  speaker  a t  courses and seminars .  



 
SEMINAR PROGRAMME 

 
2.00 pm Registration 

2.30 pm Welcome Address – President, SCL (KL & Selangor), Sundra Rajoo. 

 Introduction by Session Chair – Dato’ Mahadev Shankar 

2.45 pm Keynote Address - Humphrey Lloyd, QC 

- Professional Liability in the Construction Industry 

3.45 pm Vinayak Pradhan 

- Payment Issues in the Malaysian Construction Industry  

4.15 pm Q + A session 

4.30 pm Tea Break 

5.00 pm Wilfred Abraham 

- Consultants’ Duties of Care to Contractors : Malaysian Perspective 

5.30 pm Raj Navaratnam 

- Falling Buildings and Rising Liabilities : Highland Towers 

6.00 pm Q + A session 

6.15 pm Close 

 
  

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 

The Society of Construction Law (KL & Selangor) Tel : 03-7957 8748  
Unit No. B11-09, Block B, Phileo Damansara 2,      
No.15 Jalan 16/11, Off Jalan Damansara,  
46350 Petaling Jaya, Selangor. Fax : 03-7957 8179 
                                                                     
I wish to attend the Half-day Seminar on “PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY” 
on Monday, 12 September 2005. Enclosed is a crossed Cheque No. _____________of  
____________________________ Bank,  made  payable  to  "The  Society of Construction Law (KL & 
Selangor)"  for RM __________ (please add RM0.50 for outstation cheques). 
 
Name : Dato’/Datuk/Datin/Prof./Mr./Mrs/Ms. __________________________________ 
 
Institute/Organisation : __________________________ Membership No : ___________ 
 
Profession___________________________Address : ___________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________Postcode : _________ 
 
Mobile No : ________________Office : _________________Fax :  ________________ 
 
E-mail : ___________________________________________ 
It may be necessary for reasons beyond the control of the Organisers to change the content and timing of the programme, the 
speakers, the panelists or the venue and should this be necessary, the Organisers shall endeavour to reschedule but shall be held 
harmless from and against any and all costs, damages and expenses. The Organisers have applied for CPD points approval from 
the relevant professional bodies but shall not be held liable in the event that approval is not granted.  
 

FEES 

SCL Members …………………………………………………………………………………… RM100.00 

Members of all hosting and participating organizations ……………………………….. RM150.00 

Others ……………………………………………………………………………………………. RM200.00 

 

Participants are encouraged 
to use the PUTRA LRT and 
alight at the KLCC station. 
The Plenary Theatre is about 
10 minutes walk from the 
station.Carparking is 
available at KL Convention 
Centre at a rate of RM3.50 for 
the 1st hour and RM1.50 for 
each subsequent half hour. 


